
I N VESTIGAT IO r 

UFO: hoax or mirage? 
Steuart Campbell unravels the controversy surrounding the remarkable Trindade 'UFO' 

photographs taken by Aim ro Barauna in 1958 

II" • • pt phol" ent cloud. It glittered or 
flaShed • y. but wl I r from r ted 

t or tts own li he could not teD. He " 
certain tl~allt ~11 a meUI 011ft, ho\\ vent moved in a 
curious y, undulat' e a t '! 

Also on detk '4 s r ured Air force Capt • J 
'J'eob3Jdo V'.cp , v. ho confinned &mma's report in " 
a pc- in! ervie on 221-' ruary. H dcsaibcd how 
his attention was caDcd to "'hat be thought at fi t '4 

a 'big 1U': 
11~e fitr.t view wa that ()( a d !lining w1th a 

phosphorescent glow '4hich - even in day1ight­
appeared to be brighter than the moon. The object 
" abouttl apparent • e (angular diameter) oC a 
!WI moon. As it fOllowed it Ua the y, 
changing to a tilted position, its real 6hape" dearly 
outlined • l the Q'! that of a tlattened sphere 
encircled, at the tor. by a .. ring orplationn: 

AD l.ho5e on deck uw the object but no-one heard 
any !OUnd from st. The • ' ra<br v."U not U1 

operation t the time. 

Official im(•-, (i r,a tion 
F •UowlflR the u ent tl pt.un in charce of the 
ooea~Uc: station, Carlos AI rto Bacellat, and 
other otr'K er insi ed that the film be developed at 
once. despite the poor • • on d and the 

Barauna describ d the object as 
' dark grey in colour, but appcar­

mg to be surrounded by a hmd of 
greenish, phosphorescent cloud. 
fL glittered or flashed occaszonal-
ly, but whether from t·ejlccled l FO h) poth -, i , 
szmlzght or tls own ltglzl he could 

ribed the object dark crcY lt'l 1zollell. He was certain that tl 
,.....,.,.,,...,. "" SUI1'0Wlded by a kind ol 

was a mclnL craft, how v r tl 
moved in a cunous way, un-
dulating 'lzkc a bat'! 


